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EDITORIAL 
 

By: Ashok Jain 
 
²ƛǘƘ .ŀōŀΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
couple of my thoughts in brief and would speak about some of our future plans for the 
magazine.  
 
Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘŦǳƭ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŀ IŀȊŀǊŜΩǎ 
movement has been the highlight so far. A long 
lasting impact of the movement will be possible only 
when I, you and everyone live our life morally and 
never compromise with ethics and values. The 
essence of ŜǾŜǊȅ DǳǊǳΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
teachings and until we take measures to change 
ourselves, all other external acts of pleasing any Guru 
or God will appear shallow. Baba would be pleased to 
see us being moral and ethical than being rich or 
being able to donate wealth to him. Ill-gotten wealth 
can never impart peace to anyone. When we raise 
pillars of fortune on the shoulders of poor and down-
trodden people, we accumulate so much of bad 
karmas which will take millions of years of suffering 
to be offset against. A simple meal earned by honest 
means would nourish our mind and body; whereas 
costly dishes brought to plate by dishonest means 
would be slow poison to us.  
 
Every one of us would have heard the story of hare 
and tortoise in our childhood, while the proud hare 
rested and slept the steady tortoise won the race. 
Pride can be a big bottle neck for further 
advancements. Pride is an offshoot of our ego. It is 
not easy to nullify our pride, but we can certainly try 
to keep it in check. It is said that one who is proud of 
its appearance gets an ugly appearance in next birth, 
ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ 
lowly birth next time and so on. We Indians are 
sometimes quite proud of our country, its ancient 
culture, its traditions, spirituality and personal stuff. 
However, we are a land of extreme poverty, 

http://samarpan.spiritualindia.org/download/
http://samarpan.spiritualindia.org/download/
mailto:mag@spiritualindia.org
http://www.facebook.com/BabaSaiShirdi
http://www.facebook.com/BabaSaiShirdi
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sufferings, social and economic inequality; this is because we like to theorise and live in past 
glory doing nothing in the present. We have to live exemplary lives. We have to act.  
 
Coming back to Samarpan, we have had almost fifteen issues so far and I personally thought 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƴƛŎŜ ōƻƻƪΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŜŀƳǎΩǎ 
inexperience in this regard and finances would be the two major challenges. I would like the 
publishing to be a no-profit and no-loss affair and hence any sponsorship would help bring 
down its cost to actual buyers of the magazine, but on the other hand I would also not like any 
kind of commercial advertisement in the magazine. Difficult proposition, but if Baba blesses it, 
ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƪƛǇ ƴŜȄǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ {ŀƳŀǊǇŀƴ 
edition and would be revert to you in the month of April, 2011. If we drop the idea of mega-
issue in print, we would bring our next edition in next quarter, January 2011 as usual. If you 
have any thoughts for the mega print edition or would like to help in some way, you can 
contact us.  
 
!ƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭΣ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ .ŀōŀΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎs, Samarpan magazine is 
reaching around fifty thousand people by this time. Reading experiences shared by people 
brings tears to our eyes. Baba is kind, compassionate and Baba has lifted the spiritual quotient 
of this earth by inspiring all of us to lead morally correct lives and living lives ethically based on 
simple tenets of spirituality. Thank you all for sending articles to Samarpan and thank you for 
being reader of Samarpan. Baba always bless you. Peace and love.  
 
Om Sai Ram.  
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THE TRUE MARK OF EVERY 

PERSONALITY AND SOCIETY ɀ 

MORALITY 
 
By: SathyaSai Baba (submitted by: Ashok Jain) 
 
The most essential requisite in any society is Maanavathvam (humanness); whatever be one's 
scholarship or scientific knowledge or position, one has to develop human qualities. To the 
extent these qualities are developed, to that extent the society, the state and the nation will 
progress. Where human qualities are absent the society ceases to be civilized. And the nation 
itself forfeits her place of honour. 
 
Spirituality ς the Basis for Morality and Integrity 
It is only morality and integrity which entitle human beings to be respected. Students have to 
cherish human qualities. Only by adhering to the spiritual path can human qualities be 
promoted. They will not flourish in other conditions. A seed will sprout and grow into a plant 
only if you sow it in proper soil and water it. It will not grow in a tin can; it will only rot. 
Morality can be upheld only through control of the senses. Only the person who has self-
control is competent to exercise authority over others. How can one who is too weak to control 
himself be able to control others? There must be unity in word and deed. Only then can one 
achieve great things. 
 
The Essence of Education ς Sacrifice 
It is undoubtedly necessary to seek a job for one's livelihood. But one should not regard finding 
a job and earning money as the be-all and end-all of life. Even in a job, one should try to uphold 
morality and integrity, and set an example to others. Looking at the world today, it would seem 
that education is for the purpose of practicing fraud on the people, making money through 
bribes and other immoral and unrighteous ways without regard for truth. Certainly this is not 
the purpose of education. Its aim is the acquisition of knowledge. The true values of education 
have been lost owing to excessive concern for making money. There is nothing wrong with 
money or education. Everything depends on how it is acquired or utilized. 
Students! You have to exhale as much as you breathe in. This is inescapable. If you do not 
exhale, the lungs will burst. Likewise, while you have to acquire education and earn wealth, you 
must utilize both in a righteous way. The education you have received must be given back to 
society for promoting public well-being. Equally what is earned should be given back to society. 
Unless this is done, your education and wealth are utterly worthless. What has been received 
from the community should be given back to the community. That is true seva (service). 
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This kind of sacrificing spirit is rare among students. They are interested in acquiring more and 
more. Life is reduced to a one-way traffic. This is not proper. What is earned should be utilized 
properly and shared with others. This is the way to ennoble life. 
In swimming, you have to push the water back so that you may move forward. Likewise, 
renouncing material things is the way to spiritual progress. But, what you have to renounce is 
not wealth alone; you have to get rid of all your bad qualities. That alone is true sacrifice. Giving 
up hearth and home is not a big sacrifice. It is the giving up of all vices that is true renunciation. 
That alone can result in the blossoming of the human personality. 
 
The Ideal Priorities in Life 
People should realise that they are born in society, grow in society and live in society. Today 
most people are content to think only about themselves and their families and are indifferent 
to their obligations to society. As a result, they lose peace and happiness. Even devotees are 
more concerned about their personal interests and give secondary place to God. Consequently 
they are unable to experience real bliss. They lead purposeless and meaningless lives. 
The Kauravas are an example of persons who sought worldly gains and power, forgetting God. 
Although they had immense wealth, what happened to them in the end? They had many valiant 
heros and preceptors fighting on their side. But all their material resources, their intellectual 
abilities and their armed might were of no avail. 
 
The Pandavas relied on the strength of the Divine and the power of righteousness. The 
Bhagavad Gita has clearly explained that the Divine helps those who adhere to Dharma. The 
Pandavas relied on God for everything. Hence they were crowned with success. No doubt the 
Pandavas had to encounter many difficulties. But these did not overwhelm them. 
The Pandavas placed God first, the world next and the "I" last. Hence they were successful. The 
Kauravas placed "I" (the ego) first, the world next and God last. Hence, they lost 
everything! Students! Give a back seat to the ego. Our history is full of instances of persons who 
set an example in sacrificing the ego. 
 
Love ς As Vital as Breathing 
Students! Bear in mind these things: Bharatiyas have always been votaries of truth and 
righteousness. Justice has been their watchword. Students must ceaselessly endeavour to 
adhere to Truth, Righteousness, Morality and Integrity. Live up to the Vedic ƛƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΥ ά{ǇŜŀƪ 
the Truth. Follow Dharma". 
Above all, whatever anyone may say or do, you should not give up your devotion to God. 
Without the love of God, this cosmos is an empty void. Love is God, God is Love. Develop this 
Divine Love. 
 
Cherish it in your hearts at all times and in all situations. Do not give it up, whatever troubles or 
difficulties you may be faced with. That Love will be with you, in you, beside you and protect 
you. 
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LIGHT THE LAMP OF MORALITY IN 

YOUR HEARTS 
 
By: SathyaSai Baba (submitted by: Ashok Jain) 
 
άhƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ 
One may vanquish ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŜōŀǘŜΣ 
One may fight with valour and courage in the battlefield, 
One may be an emperor reigning over vast kingdoms, 
One may offer cows and gold as an act of charity, 
One may count the countless stars in the sky, 
One may tell the names of different living creatures on the earth, 
One may be an expert in eight forms of Yoga, 
One may reach even the moon, 
But is there anyone who can control the body, mind and senses? 
Turn the vision inward and achieve the supreme state of equanimity of the ƳƛƴŘΦέ 
άCƻǊōŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ .ƘŀǊŀǘΦ hŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǘǳŀƭǎΣ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
Truth is the greatest penance.  The nectarous feeling in this country is the feeling of love 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
Character is valued far higher than the very life itself.  People have forgotten the basic 
principles of this great culture and are imitating Western culture today. Alas! What has 
happened to this country?   
 
The Bharatiyas are not aware of the greatness of their own cultural heritage just as a mighty 
elephant ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦέ 
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GOD IS FOR REAL AND HE CAN 

INSTRUCT YOU IN DREAM ALSO 
 
Source: Internet (submitted by: Ashok Jain) 
 
 
A Russian devotee, Alexander, had been to see SathyaSai Baba and when he returned he 
excitedly told all his friends about the phenomenal occurrences that were going on in 
Puttaparthi, India. He told them an Avatar was on the Earth and discussed many of the details 
of his visit with them. But all listened mildly and had no interest in finding out anything further 
about this. 
 
He started to plan a return trip and wanted to take at least one other person with him. He had 
previously given several books in Russian to his friend "Mikhail", but Mikhail would not read 
them. Although the two had been friends since they were students and Mikhail knew his friend 
was credible, still he had no interest in Sai Baba. Alexander could not understand this as Mikhail 
was a well-educated man, a professor and well known scientist with many achievements to his 
name.  
 
Alexander had resigned himself to going alone back to India, but unexpectedly, Mikhail had 
called and told him he had decided to go. He had told his wife that he might stop drinking if he 
went and so he got her support. He thought he might pay for the trip by the savings from 
refraining from alcohol for six months. Alexander explained to him that no one was allowed to 
have meat or alcohol or tobacco in PrasanthiNilayam and Mikhail agreed to these conditions. 
But, even though he had decided to go, Mikhail still refused to read any of the books about Sai 
Baba. 
 
They arrived at the Ashram and were given a room to share with other international visitors. On 
the third day Alexander gave his friend three issues of the quarterly magazine, "Divine Love" 
and Mikhail started reading only those articles where Swami himself speaks. He was transfixed 
by what he read and continued reading into the night. 
 
The next day, Alexander got up to attend darshan as usual but did not see his friend Mikhail so 
he saved a place for him in the darshan lines even though the Seva Dal volunteer told him this 
was usually not allowed. Finally, a half hour before darshan time, Mikhail showed up and joined 
Alexander and they settled down to wait for a glimpse of Swami. At last he appeared and 
slowly, gracefully floated through the crowds until he approached to where the two Russian 
visitors were. As he went by them, Sai Baba looked directly at Alexander and Mikhail and made 
a sign with his hands three times. Alexander was thrilled as it is an unusual occurrence to 
receive some kind of sign or attention from Swami. 
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After Darshan, Mikhail excitedly told his friend Alexander that last night he had had a dream in 
which Swami came to him and had a long conversation with him. Mikhail was confused because 
the dream had seemed completely real to him and he could see and remember everything just 
as when he was awake so he didn't know whether to take it as a dream or a real event that 
actually happened. 
 

Then Mikhail narrated to his friend from memory, the following conversation from his "dream". 
In the dream he found himself in the very same lecture hall in Russia where he normally 
delivers lectures to his students. But instead, Swami was at the rostrum where Mikhail usually 
lectures and Mikhail was sitting at a table like one of the students. 
 
Sai: "You wanted an interview - you will have it now. You always liked double lectures (two 45 
minute periods without a break): you will now have such a period yourself. You may ask me any 
questions."  
 
Mikhail: "Not everything is clear in religions. They divide" 
 
Sai: "Religions were written for the time when people were primitive and so they were 
expounded in the language and concepts of that period. A blind belief and miracles were 
required. Look at Moses who was taking Jews from Egypt showing miracles. Each time requires 




































































































































































